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THE DISTRICT COUNCIL OF TANDRIDGE 
 

PLANNING COMMITTEE 
 
Minutes and report to Council of the meeting of the Committee held in the Council Chamber, 
Council Offices, Station Road East, Oxted on the 1 July 2021. 
 
PRESENT: Councillors Blackwell (Chair), C.White (Vice-Chair), Duck, Farr, Gray, 

Lockwood, Mansfield, Morrow, Prew, Ridge, Shiner and Bloore (Substitute 
- in place of Connolly) 

 
ALSO PRESENT: Councillors Mills, Gillman, Sayer and Wren 

 
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: Councillors Connolly 

 

60. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  
 
Councillors on the Committee noted that they had received a letter from solicitors acting for 
objectors in respect of agenda item 5.1 but that they would consider the application afresh with 
an open mind. 
 

61. MINUTES FROM THE MEETING HELD ON THE 10TH JUNE 2021  
 
The minutes of the meeting were confirmed and signed by the Chair. 
 

Committee Decision (Under Powers delegated to the Committee) 
 

62. 2021/185 - LAND AT ROOKERY FARM, TANDRIDGE LANE, 
LINGFIELD, RH7 6LW  
 
The committee considered an application for the erection of a 30m x 25m Farmyard Manure 
Store and a 25m x 8m Silage Clamp together with all associated engineering operations. 
 
The Officer recommendation was to permit subject to conditions. 
 
A recording of Mr Horatio Waller, a barrister at Francis Taylor Building, representing Mr 
Geoffrey Lean, an objector, was replayed to the Committee. 
 
Mr Dan Page, the applicant’s agent, spoke in favour of the application. 
 
Councillor Lockwood proposed a motion for refusal.  The motion was not seconded and 
therefore did not proceed to a vote. 
 

R E S O L V E D – that planning permission be granted, subject to conditions. 
 
 

63. 2021/253 - 26 & 28 CHURCH LANE, OXTED, RH8 9LB  
 
The Committee considered an application for the demolition of existing properties and 
redevelopment to form 26 retirement living apartments for older persons including communal 
facilities, landscaping and associated car parking. 
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The Officer recommendation was to resolve to grant planning subject to conditions and 
completion of a s106 legal agreement providing an affordable housing contribution. 
 
Councillor Anne Rivers of Oxted Parish Council spoke against the recommendation. 
 
Mr Matthew Shellum, the applicant’s agent, spoke in favour of the recommendation. 
 
Councillor Lockwood, on behalf of Councillor Sayer, proposed the following motion: 
 
The proposal by way of the lower figure of £33,386 towards affordable housing would result in 
an insufficient contribution to address the identified acute need in the District and would not 
meet the criteria for planning obligations as set out in the NPPF which state that the 
contribution must be fairly and reasonably related in scale and kind to the development.  The 
proposal fails to attribute sufficient weight to the adopted policies where contributions in lieu of 
affordable housing provision are required to be broadly equivalent in value to the on-site 
provision.  As such the proposal would be contrary to Policy CSP4 of the Core Strategy and 
paragraph 56c of the National Planning Policy Framework (2019). 
 
The motion was seconded by Councillor Duck.  Upon being put to the vote, the motion was 
carried. 
 

R E S O L V E D – that planning permission be refused. 
 

64. 2020/2044 - MANSION HOUSE FARM, CROWHURST LANE, 
CROWHURST  
 
The Committee considered an application for the demolition of three agricultural buildings, the 
conversion of two agricultural buildings to form 2 dwellings, the erection of a detached single 
storey garage building with associated landscaping and parking areas. 
 
The Officer recommendation was to permit subject to conditions. 
 
Councillor Lisa Siggery, Chair of Crowhurst Parish Council, spoke against the recommendation. 
 
Mr Robert Gillespie, the applicant’s agent, spoke in favour of the recommendation. 
 
Councillor Lockwood proposed the following separate motions for refusal: 
 

1. The site is located in an area that suffers from a lack of quality pedestrian 
and/or cycle links and a shortfall in public transport provision and is 
unsustainable in transportation terms.  Residents would be heavily 
dependent on the private car for access to normal day to day services and 
facilities, and the proposed development would be contrary to the 
sustainable transport objectives of the NPPF, policy CS1 of the Tandridge 
District Council Core Strategy and objectives within the Surrey Local 
Transport Plan (LTP3) 

 

2. The proposal would have an adverse impact upon the rural character of the 
area, by reason of the over-intensive domestic use of the site, contrary to 
policies CSP18 and CSP21 of the Core Strategy DPD 2008 and policy DP7 
of the Tandridge Local Plan: Part 2 – Detailed Policies 
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3. The proposal would comprise inappropriate development within the Green 
Belt and would have a significant adverse impact on its openness resulting in 
significant residential encroachment along with associated domestic 
paraphernalia in the countryside. Sufficient ‘Very special circumstances’ 
have not been demonstrated which clearly outweigh the actual and defined 
harm to the openness of the Green Belt. The proposal is therefore contrary 
to the NPPF, and Policies DP10 and DP13 of the Tandridge Local Plan: Part 
2 – Detailed Policies. 

 
Councillor Farr seconded each of the motions.  Upon being put separately to the vote, the 
motions were lost. 
 

R E S O L V E D – that planning permission be granted, subject to conditions. 
 

65. RECENT APPEAL DECISIONS RECEIVED  
 
The Principal Planning Officer advised that the following application had been allowed by the 
Planning Inspectorate on appeal: 
 
TA/2020/1203 - The Former Hare and Hounds, Lingfield, RH7 6BZ – the application had been 
refused by the Planning Committee on 3 December 2020.  Although the appeal had been 
allowed, the application for costs against the Council had been refused. 
 

 
Rising 10.03 am 
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